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the Scots Invented the Modern World

Awakening." Wilham Tennant, Sr., was born in Northern Ireland, edu-
catedTn Edinburgh, md in 1704 ordained as a rninister in the Angfican
Church. Hoyyeyer, tiie monjegt he s.et foot in America,_in 1718, he felt

drawn to the faith of his ancestors and his wdfejs family. By 17 2 o he vyas
a Presb^erian minister in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, at the edge of
the frontier, and in the midst of a thronging Scotch-Irish immigrant
conununityyin Neshaminy.

He soon realized that he had far more Ulster Scots parishioners than
he could dealjwith, and far fewer trained clergy than he had counted on.
So lie decided to open his-own jsc.hpol of theology in a log cabin (natu-
«ilJydJie2Ct-t©-his_chur^jjvhich became known as "Log Colleg^." It was^
the first Presbyterian ag

graduates was his son Gilbert. Hard and fearless, (Mbert Tennant would

have made^jworthy companion to Andrevv Jackson, or perhaps Wijlfam
Wallace. "Taller than common size," he was "a man of^eat^fortitude, a
lover of God, ardently jecilous for His glory, and anxious for the salva
tion of sinners." He went on to Yale

'  Pennsylvania to cheerjhe revivahst tour of George Whitefield in 1740, ■)
vyluch dgmteJ_lfre.ija:eat Aw^ening in Protestant congregations all  f' ,1
along the eastern seaboard.

It was a crucial moment. The Pennsylvania synod had decided to
shut downJVVilliam Tennant's Log College because of his aggressive
agsertion Aat ,tiie

He defied tfiem and se.t off a splitJwLthin the Presbyterian Church
^  in the cglony, between the orthodox Old Side, andjhe New Side,.who

recruitedjiheiclai.ty into their cause. BY^J4M-4r,Gilbert Tennantj^s the
Ne;g_ Side, niini.ster for the church in Philadelphia. and_t^ Tennant yer-
sion of was reaching out to New Jersey and

in the middle colonies. One of its firsi

not just rule over, its

e and returned to

New England.
To inspire students and future ministers for the New Side, the

Tetmants and their alfies decided to create a new

J^jj^Jgrsey,Jt opened its,^doors in i 74;7, eventually moved to the
town of Prince Town, or Princeton. It was supposed to be a revivalist
^todote to the "corruption" of institutions such as Harvard and, Yale,

college even chose Jonathan Edwards as its honorary president.
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although he died less than three months after moving to Princeton to
assume his duties. A new.pr.fi.j^eDtTr:T:Aaron Burr, fathAr of the
fu^e vice president-oftheJUuited States—^wras named, and by the»T^Ti^

sidean^ejvSide Pr^sb^iSVas^ to
— ^£ggll-i-haven for rgayahlgLrsI^^ff̂ %ss qLjgj^ig^on: evei^e JBaptist leader Isaac Rarlni^
^ggoyp^ged sons of his flnrlr to on tiiXvo"

One alumnus was a young Philadelphian named Benjamin Rn^
A^ough Rush was Enghsh, not Scottish,. hy. Qri^;t^^e-was-ths.first of
a succession of i^ericans for whoni a Scottish edura^
forming event of their lives. He spen^sdiM^
fig^es in the Presbyterian Great Awakening.* When he went to
Prmceton the college president was Samuel Davies, who had spent
years of his life preaching the gospel in the Scotch-Irish backcountry of
Virginia. He stressed to Rush's Class of 1760 "the vast importance and
absoIute_NegessiJy_of..gn^^ upon Public Life with A NEW HEARJL

After graduation, Rush Apprenticed with
Pllilade^Vs le^^ who w^ also a Lqg^
CsU.?gS,^aduate. 0^.erjioctors he met encouraged Rush to travel to
S»tlaii<i4a5l3jifyjng^dae^ h^'a
^ tap-that would change his life—and incidentaUy change Se com^se^^
' ̂U^tion in America. - — >

He arrived in Liverpool on October 21. Thanks to Benjamin
Franklin, who was then living in London, Rush had letters of introduc
tion to various Edinburgh luminaries (during Franklin's visit in 17^9, he
had been given the keys to the dty). He even rndDayid Hirae at Jin-
np; party-^abis person.ym rather ungenteel and.^eJbnns^" Rush vvr^
in his diary, "he fpoke but h^e, but what he said wasahj^ZE-per^^ent
aiid-sensible." However, Hume's evident religious skepticism, and the
relaxed attitude about rehgion generally among Hume's Moderate
friends, disturbed the young Benjamin Rush, suflused as he was with the
3rdent_aftpg^wjof die Great Awakening.

From that point of view, he felt more

traditiomniindedJP^iilar Party, especially
Wj^i^j^oon. WTSEerspoon was forty-thre
Em at Es fast-growing parish in Paisley, i
was a strong, energetic, squat-faced man wi
was a th^Qlogi^ and a briEant {
ribbed, fire-eating reactionary, however. H
William Robertson, Hugh Blair, and the
received the same humanistic education in

science. Witherspoon grasped^he sfrengths
opponents better than most, and he had us
astating effect in Es Ecclesiastical Characterist
that had made him famous and admired, ev

It was Wi^erspgon who had pomted ou
Pjesbyterim Qiurch of Robertson and thgj
ism, reinforced by their dependence on po\
asJLprdJslaY. He took the title "jPqpEar Part
low Evangehcals were truly preachers to t
slppkeepers and apprentices md tenant 1
backbone of the Scottish Ki^rTh^peope"
mmisters were,hebeheved, andinhowthe

It was the sort of forthright democratic <
of the New Light, coEd identify with, and!
explained to Witherspoon, Es visit to Paisl
Rush was there on busmess. He_wa& th^re t

accept the post he^had been offered a jear
^e new presider^^gfJExjunceton College in ̂

*When Gilbert Tennant died in ,764, ̂  wrote a glowing eulogy in his mem-
ory—it was his first published work.

Prmceton, or Nassau Hall as it was sometir
building, had had a rim of bad luck. It had^
ijl twenty years—one of whom, Jonathan !

tEee months after accepting the post. The

who could give it continmty and stability
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pool on October 21. Thanks to Benjamin
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eligion generally among Hxune s Moderate
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in 1764, Rush wrote a glowing eulogy in his mem-
work.

From that point of view, he felt more comfortable with thej^k s
trachtion-minded Popular Party, especially the party's champion, Jo^

^i^^rspoon was forty-three years old when Rush met
Bim at his fast-growing parish in Paisley, near Glasgow. WiAerspoon
was a strong, energetic, squat-faced man with thick, bushy eyebrows; he
was a sfaUgi^ theologian and a brilfiant^ He was no rock-
ribbed, fire-eating reactionary, however. He had been the classmate of
Wilham Robertson, Hugh Blair, and the other Moderates, and had
received the same humamstic education in the classics, philosophy, and
science. V^M^sgoon grasped the strengths and foibles of his Moderate

Better than most, and he had used his knowledge with dev
astating effect in his Ecclesiastical Characteristics, the anti-Moderate satire
that had made him famous and admired, even in Moderate circles.

It was Witherspoon who had pointed out that the new "enhghtened"
Presbyterian Church of Robertson and the rest was really a kind of efit-
ism, reinforced by their dependence on powerful political patrons such

Lorllsiay. He tqok the title "PppuW Party" wdth pride: he and his fel
low Evangehcals were truly preachers to the people, the farmers and
shopkeepers and apprentices and tenant laborers who made up the
backbone of the Scottish Kiric. The people deserved a say in who their
ministers were, he beheved, and in how the Gospel would be preached.

It was the sort of forthright democratic attitude Benjamin Rush, son
of the New Light, could identify with, and he was not alone. For, as he
explained to Witherspoon, his visit to Paisley was not a pleasure trip.
Rush was there on business. He was there to persuade Witherspoon to
accept the post he had been offered a year ago November, to become

College in America.

II

Princeton, or Nassau Hall as it was sometimes called after its principal
building, had had a run of bad luck. It had gone through five presidents

—one of whom, Joixathan.Edwards, had died less than
^ooepting the po The college needed a president

who could give it continuity and stability, and its trustees beheved


